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New Iberia Research Center

Mission: Specialize in providing resources for the development and 

characterization of non-human primate models for applied and 

basic research aimed at promoting human quality life. 



New Iberia Research Center

 Facility History

Naval Base (1950s-1960s)

GSRI (closed in (1984)

USL    ULL



New Iberia Research Center

 Center of UL Lafayette

Represent 40% of total university research 

expenditures (all sources) >20 million 

annually

Represent 87% of total university research 

expenditures (business/industry)

 Transitioning into a comprehensive 

research institute

 Operate as a small business under umbrella 

of university



New Iberia Research Center

 NIRC Assets

Facilities

• 100 acre facility

• 470,000 sq feet of animal housing and support

• Indoor / outdoor housing

• On site diagnostic clinical pathology laboratory

• On site imaging capabilities…
Personnel

• 180 employees

• Licensed personnel- DVM, CLS

• 20% college degrees- DVM, Ph.D, BS in 

biology, toxicology, Sustainable Resources, 

etc.



New Iberia Research Center

 Non-Human Primates

Chlorocebus aethiops (AGM)  429

Macaca fascicularis (Cyno) 445

Macaca nemestrina (Pigtails)  259

Macaca mulatta (RHM) 5119

Pan troglodytes (Chimpanzees) 211

Cebus (Capuchins)
20

TOTAL: 6352

Rhesus Macaque

>5100

Cynomolgus 

Macaque

450

Pigtail Macaque

500

African Green 

Monkey

400

Chimpanzee

211

Brown Tufted 

Capuchin

20



New Iberia Research Center

 Clinical Relevance

Disease models

• Diabetes

• Hypertension

• Dysmetabolic/Dyslipidemia

• Stroke

• IBD (Inflammatory Bowel Disease) and Crohn’s
• SIV, SHIV (HIV)

• Antivirals (HCV, HBV, HIV)

• Zyka

• Antiviral drugs for Hepatitis B, C, HIV

• Monoclonal antibody therapies…



New Iberia Research Center

 Overview of  Therapeutics/ Drug Approval 

Process

 15 year

 FDA – preclinical approval process requires 

characterization and safety data in a minimum 

of 2 animal models  (2 animal rule)

• Relevant model

• Route, dose, safety testing predictive of clinical use in 

humans

• Lowest possible  species 



New Iberia Research Center

 Vaccines tested at NIRC are currently 

available in man

Hepatitis B 

HSV (chicken pox, shingles)

 HPV (human papilloma virus – cervical 

cancer, penile, rectal cancers)

Meningitis

Pneumococcus

Influenza



New Iberia Research Center

 Macaque PET/CT to map SIV in vivo



New Iberia Research Center

Ways to detect the ring in vivo

• Checked visually using a speculum

• Anal palpation 

• Ultrasound detection

New ring

Removed ring.1 Removed ring.2



New Iberia Research Center

Animal research and Primate Research SAVES LIVES

and ensure the safety of drugs and treatments used 
in the clinic

Yet we are under constant attacks from good 
meaning but misinformed groups. 



New Iberia Research Center

ANY QUESTIONS ??? 


